“Being a carer and very aware of the current emphasis placed on individual educational planning and tracking of progress indicates the concern education departments have about the potential disadvantage looked after children may experience in school.  

Over the last four years, I have looked after C, placed with me at the age of 12 and in 1st year of school.  C had huge difficulties in school and had already been to six primary schools and two high schools.  The reasons for being looked after had a major impact on C’s emotional and behavioural difficulties in addition to educational factors.  It was clear from the start of the placement I would need to make considerable effort to encourage C to remain engaged with education.  Working closely with all professionals involved, I feel is of the utmost importance and for the time C was in high school built a real positive and invaluable relationship with the school, getting to know the guidance teachers, behavioural support teachers and many other teachers.  Having these relationships meant that I could keep in contact with the school on a regular basis making them aware when things outwith school had been difficult and may impact on C’s day and it also helped keep a link going that seemed to help engender the security C craved.  

Dealing with sensitive issues and working closely with the school meant that we were able to alert the teachers that C may be upset/unsettled thereby reducing potential difficulty.  This contact was invaluable as it would have been very easy for C to disengage in school.  C found significant amounts of the school work challenging, but I do believe that due to the link I had with the school and the other professionals involved and of course, the hard work C had put in.  C managed to leave with four standard grades, move onto college to do a two year NC course, and hold down a part time job.  

A difficult and sometimes stressful journey for myself, the teachers and C but at least a positive outcome.  C also had much better results in subjects where there were positive relationships with the teachers, the teachers who weren’t so understanding of the circumstances or emotional behaviour were the ones that C failed in.
 
When we were invited to go to Strathclyde University, both C and myself were really excited about going.  We set off early in the morning, it was a fantastic experience for us, having the chance to listen to some information on attachment from the Therapist, C was able to reflect on previous behaviour over the past years, then being able to talk to students who were soon to become teachers about C’s experience in school while being looked after, was really invaluable for both the students and C’s personal development.  

Being able to explain my experience to the students felt really good for me, the questions they asked us made C and myself feel like we were really making a difference to how they might deal with situations when they are teaching.  Talking of situations that did actually happen made it real for the students and a lot of them came to chat to us when the day finished saying it was the most informative day they had had on this course, which was great to hear! 
 
For my own personal development, the visit to Strathclyde University was just amazing being able to talk a bit about my journey with C and pass on my experience of the importance of communicating with the school and teachers.  I hope in return, this will make the students be more aware if they know they have a looked after child in their class and encourage them to build a relationship with the carer and the professionals involved - in the long run it most definitely helps!”
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